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Required 
 
* Denotes sources equally pertinent to & cross-listed with the Occidental Cultures exam. 
 
Books 
 
1 Abram, David. Spell of the Sensuous: Perception and Language in a More-Than-

Human World. New York: Pantheon, 1996. 
 
2  Anderson, Eugene N. Ecologies of the Heart: Emotion, Belief, and the Environment. 

Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, 1996. 
 
3  Atran, Scott. In Gods We Trust: The Evolutionary Landscape of Religion. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2002. 
 
4  Berkes, Fikret. Sacred Ecology: Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Resource 

Management. Philadelphia, PA: Taylor and Francis, 1999. 
 
5  Boyer, Pascal. Religion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious Thought. 

New York: Basic, 2001. 
 
6  Burkert, Walter. Creation of the Sacred: Tracks of Biology in Early Religions. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1996. 
 
7  Casey, Edward S. The Fate of Place: A Philosophical History. Berkeley, California: 

University of California Press, 1997. 
 
8  Darwin,Charles The Origin of Species.  1859.  Recommended edition: 

Knopf/Everyman’s Library, with The Voyage of the Beagle and an introduction by 
Richard Dawkins, 2003  

 
9  * Diamond, Jared. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. New York: 

Viking, 2005.  
 
10  * Eisenberg, Evan. The Ecology of Eden. New York: Random House, 1998.  
 
11  Evernden, Neil. The Social Creation of Nature. Baltimore, Maryland: John Hopkins 

University Press, 1992. 
 
12  * Glacken, Clarence. Traces on the Rhodian Shore: Nature and Culture in Western 

Thought from Ancient Times to the End of the Eighteenth Century. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1967. 

 



13  Guthrie, Stewart. Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion. New York & 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993. 

 
14  Haeckel, Ernest. God-Nature. London, 1906. 
 
15  Ingold, Tim. The Perception of the Environment: Essays in Livelihood, Dwelling and 

Skill. London: Routledge, 2000. 
 
16  * Kempton, Willett, James S. Boster and Jennifer A. Hartley. Environmental Values 

in American Culture. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1995. 
 
17  Lansing, J. Stephen. Priests and Programmers: Technologies of Power in the 

Engineered Landscape of Bali. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
1991. 

 
18  * Merchant, Carolyn. The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology and the Scientific 

Revolution. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1980.  
 
19  Midgley, Mary. Evolution as a Religion. London & New York: Routledge, 1985. 
 
20  Müller, Friedrich Max. Natural Religion. London, 1888. 
 
21  Rappaport, Roy A. Ecology, Meaning and Religion. Richmond, California: North 

Atlantic, 1979. 
 
22  Schultes, Richard Evans and Siri Reis. Ethnobotany: Evolution of a Discipline. 

Portland, Oregon: Timber Press, 1995. 
 
23  Shepard, Paul. Coming Home to the Pleistocene. San Francisco: Island Press, 1998. 
 
24  Takacs, David. The Idea of Biodiversity: Philosophies of Paradise. Baltimore, 

Maryland: John Hopkins University Press, 1996. 
 
25  Tuan, Yi-Fu.  Topophilia: A Study of Environmental Perception, Attitudes, and 

Values. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1974. 
 
26  Turner, Victor. Forest of Symbols: Aspects of Ndembu Ritual. Ithaca, New York: 

Cornell University Press, 1967. 
 
27  Tylor, E.B. Primitive Culture: Researches into the Development of Mythology, 

Philosophy, Religion, Art and Custom. London: J. Murray, 1871. 
 
28  Wilson, David Sloan. Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of 

Society. Chicago & London: Chicago University Press, 2002. 
 



29  Wilson, Edward Osborne. Biophilia: The Human Bond with Other Species. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1984. 

 
30   ________. Sociobiology: The New Synthesis. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 

Belknap/Harvard University Press, 1975. 
 
31  Worster, Donald. Nature's Economy: A History of Ecological Ideas. Cambridge, MA: 

Cambridge University Press, 1977. 
 
Articles 
 
Burhenn, Herbert. "Ecological Approaches to the Study of Religion." Method and Theory 

in the Study of Religion 9, no. 2 (1997): 111-26. 
 
Campbell, Colin. "The Cult, the Cultic Milieu and Secularization." In The Cultic Milieu: 

Oppositional Subcultures in an Age of Globalization, eds. Jeffrey Kaplan and Heléne 
Lööw,12-25. Lanham, Maryland: Altamira/Rowman and Littlefiel, 2002. 

 
Chidester, David and David Linenthal, "Introduction." In American Sacred Space, eds. 

David Chidester and Edward Linenthal, 1-42. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 1995. 

 
Harris, Marvin. "The Cultural Ecology of India's Sacred Cattle." Current Anthropology 7 

(1966): 51-66. 
 
Hultkrantz, Ake. "Ecology of Religion: Its Scope and Methodology." In Science of 

Religion Studies in Methodology, ed. Lauri Honko, 221-36. Berlin: Mouton, 1979. 
 
Olson, Carl. "Chapter 3: The Quest for the Origins of Religion." In Theory and Method in 

the Study of Religion, ed. Carl Olson, 49-99. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2003. 
 ________. "Chapter 9: Ecological/Biological Approaches." In Theory and Method in the 

Study of Religion, ed. Carl Olson, 439-75. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2003. 
 
Orsi, Robert A. "Is the Study of Lived Religion Irrelevant to the World We Live in?" 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 42, no. 2 (2002): 169-74. 
 
Reichel-Dolmatoff, Gerardo. "Cosmology as Ecological Analysis: A View from the 

Rainforest." Man 2, no. 3 (1976): 307-18. 
 
Snarey, John. "The Natural Environment's Impact on Religious Ethics: A Cross-Cultural 

Study." Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 35, no. 2 (1996): 85-96.  
 
Sullivan, Larry "Worship of nature," in Eliade, Mircea, ed. Encyclopedia of Religion. 

New York: Macmillan, 1987 (first edition, reprinted and updated in the second 
edition, 2005) 

 



Taylor, Bron. “Earth and Nature-Based Spirituality: From Earth First! and 
Bioregionalism to Scientific Paganism and the New Age,” Religion 31(3):225-245, 
July 2001. 

________. “Earth and Nature-Based Spirituality: From Deep Ecology to Radical 
Environmentalism,” Religion 31(2):175-193, April 2001. 

 ________.  “Nature Religion and Ecology” in the “Ecology and Religion” section, in 
The Encyclopedia of Religion. (Editor-in-Chief, Lindsay Jones, Second Edition, 
MacMillan, 2005). 

 
Taylor, Bron. "Diggers, Wolfs, Ents, Elves and Expanding Universes: Bricolage, 

Religion, and Violence From Earth First! and the Earth Liberation Front to the 
Antiglobalization Resistance." In The Cultic Milieu: Oppositional Subcultures in an 
Age of Globalization, eds. Jeffrey Kaplan and Heléne Lööw, 26-74. Lanham, 
Maryland: Altamira/Rowman and Littlefield, 2002.  

________. ed. Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature, Continuum International, London & 
New York, 2005).  Read broadly in this work, but especially: the following entries: 
“Introduction” (Bron Taylor); “Ecology and Religion” (Gustavo Benavides); 
“Conservation Biology” (Bron Taylor); “Social Science on Religion and Nature” 
(James Proctor).  

 
Recommended 
 
Corning, Peter. Nature's Magic: Synergy in Evolution and the Fate of Humankind. 

Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2003.  
 
Cauvin, Jacques. The Birth of the Gods and the Origins of Agriculture. Translated by 

Trevor Watkins. Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
 
Denevan, William M. "The Pristine Myth: The Landscape of the Americas in 1492." 

Annals of the Association of American Geographers 82, no. 3 (1992): 369-85. 
 
Devereux, Paul. Places of Power: Secret Energies At Ancient Sites: A Guide to Observed 

or Measured Phenomena. London: BlandFord/Cassell, 1990.  
 
Ellen, Roy, Peter Parkes and Alan Bicker, eds. Indigenous Environmental Knowledge 

and Its Transformations. Amsterdam: Harwood Academic Publishers, 2000.  
 
Goodenough, Ursula. The Sacred Depths of Nature. New York & Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1998.  
 
Kaplan, J.  "Introduction." In The Cultic Milieu: Oppositional Subcultures in an Age of 

Globalization, 1-11. Lanham, Maryland: Altamira/Altamira/Rowman and Littlefield, 
2002. [need Kaplan’ & Loowe’s essays, I think, plus the one by  

 

http://www.religionandnature.com/


Kallend, Arne and Gerard Persoon, “An anthropological perspective on environmental 
movements” in Ole Bruun  and Arne Kalland, Asian Perceptions of Nature:  A 
Critical Approach. London: Curzon Press, 1995, 1-40. 

 
Kellert, Stephen R. Kinship to Mastery: Biophilia in Human Evolution and Development. 

Island Press, 1997. 
 
Kellert, Stephen R. and Timothy J. Farnham, eds. The good in nature and humanity: 

connecting science, religion, and spirituality with the natural world. Covelo, CA: 
Island Press, 2002. 

 
Messer, Ellen and Michael Lambek. Ecology and the Sacred: Engaging the Anthropology 

of Roy A. Rappaport. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001. 
 
Milton, Kay. Environmentalism and Cultural Theory: Exploring the Role of 

Anthropology in Environmental Discourse. New York: Routledge, 1996. 
 
Moran, Emilio, ed. The Ecosystem Approach in Anthropology. Ann Arbor, Michigan: 

University of Michigan Press, 1990. 
 
Rappaport, Roy A. Ritual and Religion in the Making of Humanity. Cambridge, MA: 

Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Reichel-Dolmatoff, Gerardo. The Forest Within: The Worldview of the Tukano 

Amazonian Indians. Totnes, United Kingdom: Themis-Green Books, 1996. 
 
Rue, Loyal. Everybody's Story: Wising Up to the Epic of Evolution. Albany, New York: 

State University of New York Press, 2000. 
 
Shepard, Paul. Man in the Landscape: A Historic View of the Esthetics of Nature. second 

ed. 1967; reprint, College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1991. 
 
 


