
Themes & Readings in Hinduism 
 
Background 
-A Sacred Thread.  Willaims, Raymond Brady.  1992.   
-Blackwell Companion to Hinduism.  Flood, Gavin.  2005.   
-Hinduism Reconsidered.  Kulke, Hermann & Sontheimer, Gunther-Dietz.  1989.  
-King, Richard.  Orientalism and Religion.  1999.     
- Lorenzen, David N.  “Who Invented Hinduism?” Society for Comparative Study  
 of Society and History, 1999. 
-Narayanan, Vasudha.  “Hinduism”.  World Religions: Eastern Traditions.  2002.   
-Prashad, Vijay.  The Karma of Brown Folk.  2000. 
-Religion in Modern India, 4th Edition.  Baird, Roger.  2001. 
-Staal, J.F.  “Sanskrit and Sanskritization”.  Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 22, No.  
 3, (May, 1963) , 261-275. 
-The Hindu World.  Mittal, Sushil & Thursby, Gene.  2004. 
-In addition consult www.wikipedia.org & The Encyclopedia of Religion on all topics 
 
 Recommended 
 -Madan, T. N.  Non-Renunciation.  1987.  
 
History 
-Bryant, Edwin. The Quest for the Origins of Vedic Culture: the Indo-Aryan  
 Migration Debate.  2001.   
-Sharma, Arvind.  Hinduism and its Sense of History.  2003. 
-Also consult RISA discussion over Indo-Aryan Debate 
 
Deities 
-Devi: Goddesses of India.  Hawley, J & Wulff, D.  1996.   
 
 Recommended 
 -Erndl, KM.  Victory to the Mother: The Hindu Goddess of Northwest India in  
  Myth, Ritual, and Symbol.  1993. 
 -Jansen, Eva Judy.  The Book of Hindu Imagery: The Gods and their Symbols.   
  1993.   
  
Text (The Vedas, Upanisads, Dharmashastras, Puranas, Epics, Philosophy, Kama 
Sutra, Arthashastra) 
-Isayeva, Natalia.  Shankara and Indian Philosophy.  1992.   
-Kane, M.P.V.  History of Dharmasastra. 1953. 
-Many Ramayanas.  Richman, Paula.  1991. 
-McEvilley, Thomas.  The Shape of Ancient Thought. 2002. 
-Modern Interpreters of the Bhagavad Gita.  Edited by Minor, Robert.  1986.  
-Questioning Ramayanas.  Richman, Paula.  2000. 
-Sharma, Arvind.  The Hindu Gita: Ancient and Classical Interpretations of the  
 Bhagavadgita.   
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 Primary Sources (Listings Not Exhaustive) 
 -Mallanaga, Vatsyayana.  Kamasutra.  Translated by Doniger, Wendy & Kakar,  
  Sudhir.   
 -The Bhagavad-gita.  Miller, Barbara Stoler.    
 -The Rg Veda.  Translated by Doniger, Wendy. 
 -Upanishads. Translated by Olivelle, Patrick.   
 
Devotion/Bhakti 
-Eck, Diana L.  Darsan: Seeing the Divine Image in India. 1996. 
-Prentiss, Karen.  The Embodiment of Bhakti.  2000. 
  
 Recommended 
 -Hopkins, Stevens. Singing the Body of God: The Hymns of Vedantadesika in  
  Their South Indian Tradition.  2002.   
 -Narayanan, Vasudha.  The Way and the Goal: Expressions of Devotion in the  
  Early Sri Vaishnava Tradition. 1987. 
 
Ritual/Sanskaara & Pilgrimage 
-Gold, Ann.  Fruitful Journeys: the Way of Rajasthani Pilgims,  1988. 
-Huyler, SP.  Meeting God: Elements of Hindu Devotion�.  1999. 
-Stephanides, Stephan with Singh, Karna.  Translating Kali’s Feast – The  
 Goddess in Indo-Caribbean Ritual and Fiction.  2000.   
 
Yoga (and Tantra) 
-Vivekananda, Swami.  RajaYoga, Jnana Yoga, Karma Yoga, Bhakti Yoga.  
-Yogananda, Paramahansa.  Autobiography of a Yogi.    
 
 Recommended 
 -Alter, Joseph S.  Yoga in Modern India: The Body Between Science and   
  Philosophy.  2004 
 -Dasgupta, Surendranath.  Yoga as Philosophy and Religion.  1987.   
 -De Michelis, Elizabeth. A History of Modern Yoga: Patanjali and Western  
  Esotericism.  2005.   
 -Strauss, Sarah.  Positioning Yoga.  2005. 
 The Roots of Tantra.  Brown, Robert L & Harper Katherin Anne.  2002.    
 -Yoga: the Indian Tradition.  Carpenter, David & Whicher, Ian.  2003. 
 
Material Culture (Temples, Archeology, Clothing and Body Markings, Arts – 
Performing, Visual, Hindu Aesthetics) 
-Champakalakshmi, R.  The Hindu Temple�.  2001. 
-Pinney, C.  “An Authentic Indian Kitsch:The Aesthetics, Discriminations and  
 Hybridity of Popular Hindu Art.  Social Analysis, 1995. Madurai�.  1998. 
-Meyers, Helen.   Music of Hindu Trinidad.  1998.   
-Rukmini Devi Arundal  Avanthri, Meduri.  2005  
-Waghorne, Joan.  "The Diaspora of the Gods: Hindu Temples in the New World 
 System", 1640-1800 Journal of Asian Studies 58 (Aug. 1999).  
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-Waghorne, J.  Diaspora of the Gods: Modern Hindu Temples in an Urban Middle-Class  
 World.  2004. 
-Vatsyayan, Kapila. Bharata: The Natyasastra.  2003. 
 
 Recommended 
 -Craven, Roy.  Indian Art: A Concise History. 1997. 
 -Dempsey, Corinne G.  The Goddess Lives In Upstate New York: Breaking  
  Convention And Making Home At A North American Hindu Temple.   
  2006. 
 -Elgood, H.  Hinduism and the Religious Arts�. 1999. 
 -Michell, George.  The Hindu Temple: An Introduction to its Meaning and Forms.  
  1988. 
 -Venkataramna, Leela.  Indian Classical Dance: Tradition in Transition.  2004. 
 
Women 
-Leslie, Julie.  Roles and rituals for Hindu women.  1992 
 
 Recommended 
 -Basu, M.  Hindu Women and Marriage Law: From Sacrament to Contract.  2001. 
 -Gold, Ann Grodzins & Raheja, Gloria Goodwin.  Listen to the Heron’s Words.   
  1994.   
 -Jordan, Kay.  From Sacred Servant to Profane Prostitute.   2003.  
 -Joshi, OP.  “Continuity and Change in Hindu Women’s Dress”.  Dress and  
  Gender: Making and Meaning. 1992 
 -Oldenburg, VT.  Dowry Murder: The Imperial Origins of a Cultural Crime.   
  2002. 
 -Orr, Leslie.  Donors, Devotees, and Daughters of God: Temple Women in  
  Medieval Tamil Nadu.  2000. 
 -Pearson, Anne Mackenzie.  Because it Gives Me Peace of Mind: Ritual Fasts in  
  the Religious Lives of Hindu Women. 1996. 
 
Communities and Identities 
-Burke, Rochford.  Hare Krishna in America.  1985.   
-Jackson, Carl T.  Vedanta for the West.  1994.   
-Kurien, Prema.  "Becoming American by Becoming Hindu: Indian Americans Take  
 their Place at the Multicultural Table", Gatherings in Diaspora: Religious 
 Communities and the New Immigration.  1998. 
-Kurien, Prema A.  Kaleidoscopic Identity – International Migration and the  
 Reconstruction of Community Identities in India.  2002.   
-The Hare Krishna Movement.  Edited by Bryant, Edwin & Ekstrand, Maria.  2004. 
-Willaims, Raymond Brady.  An Introduction to Swaminarayan Hinduism.  2001.   
-Yamamoto, Isamu.  Hinduism, TM and Hare Krishna.  1998.   
 
Gurus 
-Gurus In America. Forsthoefel, T & Humes, C.  2005 
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-Pechilis, K.  The Graceful Guru: Hindu female gurus in India and the United States�  
 2004. 
 
Hindu-Muslim/Christian/Sikh/(Buddhist?) Relations 
-Bharati, Agehananda.  Hindu Views and the Hindu-Muslim Interface.  1981. 
-Khan, Aisha.  Callaloo Nation.  2004.   
-Van der Veer, Peter.  Religious Nationalim: Hindus and Muslims in India.  1994. 
 
Hinduism and Politics 
-Bhatt, Chetan.  Hindu Nationalism.  2001.   
-Mukta, P.  “The Public Face of Hindu nationalism”.  Ethnic and Racial Studies.  2000. 
-Rajagopal, Arvind.  Politics After Television: Hindu Nationalism and the Reshaping of  
 the Public in India.  2001.   
 
General Works on Hinduism outside India 
-Bean, Susan S.  Yankee India.  2001.   
-Diem, AG & Lewis JR.  “Imagining India: The Influence of Hinduism on the  
 New Age Movement”.  Perspectives on the New Age. 
-Vertovec, S.  Hindu Diaspora: Comparative Patterns�.  2000. 
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http://scholar.google.com/url?sa=U&q=http://taylorandfrancis.metapress.com/index/044C4G3JBPX5DUKX.pdf

